
The Buena Vista Child  
Development Center  
was founded by  
Chairwoman Rhonda  
Morningstar Pope and  
the Buena Vista  
Rancheria in the spring  
of 2007 to bring a  
culturally appropriate  
preschool experience  
for Native American  
children and others  
from the ages of 2  
years through Kinder-
garten. The Center  
is open Monday ï 
Friday from 7:30 a.m.  
to 5:30 p.m.  
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The official date of 

celebrating Earth 

Day is April 22
nd

 

every year. However, 

Buena Vista 

Rancheria 

does not 

wait for that 

day to cele-

brate; in-

stead Earth 

Day is celebrated 

every day through 

different activi-

ties. This year 

marked the 41st 

anniversary of 

Earth Day. Buena 

Vista Rancheria 

joined other or-

ganizations glob-

ally to mark the 

day with style 

and pomp.  
 

The Tribe marked 

the celebration be-

ginning at 7:00am 

on April 9 and the 

event ended at 5:00 

pm April 10, 2011. 

The celebration took 

place at the Tribal 

lands at 4650 Coal-

mine Road, Ione. At 

the initial planning 

stage, the Earth Day 

2011 event like the 

preceding years 

promised to be a 

challenging 

and exciting 

Tribal forum 

for preserv-

ing and pro-

tecting our 

most pre-

cious resource: our 

Earth . 

 

The target group for 

this year was children 

and the youth be-

tween 4 -18 years of 

age and their par-

ents. Although we 

had invited 40 par-

ticipants, we had well 

over 100 people in 

attendance. Adults 

and children alike 

Buena Vista Rancheria of Me -Wuk Indians Celebrate Earth Day  

By Dr. Roselynn Lwenya  

came to honor 

mother Earth by 

learning what they 

can do to protect 

and clean up the 

environment, raise 

their awareness 

about environ-

mental health is-

sues, and gather 

other relevant infor-

mation for positive 

change. They were  

interested in 

learning and 

gaining insight 

into new ways to 

go green, save 

the environment 

and make the 

community more 

eco-friendly, all 

while having fun 

doing so.  

 

(Continued on 

Pages 6-7) 
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New Increased Capacity  
 

A year ago, Buena Vista Child Development Center added a bathroom 

and a sink.  This would allow the center to increase our license from 

15 to 20 children.  Right after the new sink and bathroom were in-

stalled, we applied to increase our license to Community Care licens-

ing.  I am so happy to announce that on May 24th, Community Care 

Licensing visited our center and measured.  They approved the in-

crease to 20 children and found no findings during their visit.  There-

fore we had a clean audit.  This will allow us to have part -time and 

full -time students.  As of now we have 13 children enrolled, therefore 

we have seven openings.  I would like to ask each and every one of 

you to help us by recruiting children to our school.  We provide qual-

ity care as well as quality education to ensure the children will have 

all the tools they will need to start elementary school.   
 

We encourage you to visit our website and call us if you need any additional information.  

They can speak to any member of our staff.  We are open 7:30 to 5:30, Monday through Fri-

day.  We provide breakfast, two snacks and lunch along with a full day of scheduled activities 

for the children.   

Directorõs Corner 

Gloria Torres  

Child Development Center    

Director  

Masterpiece of the Month 

4 year old Daniel is our featured artist for June 2011.  Daniel hand -picked his colors 

and made his painting by using bubble wrap and òstampingó the paint onto his pa-

per with it.  Daniel is very bright, imaginative, and energetic.  He loves riding bikes, 

tending to the garden, building train tracks, telling stories, listening to stories, and 

singing.  Daniel has a terrific memory and even knows all the words to ò12 Days of 

Christmasó and òõTwas the Night Before Christmasó.  Thanks for the painting Daniel! 

Mr. Daniel 
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How to Pick & Prepare 

Black Currants  

1.  Pick the bunch: 

When you pick the 

fruit, try to get the 

whole bunch and 

not individual ber-

ries.   

2.  Clip off the flowers with 

scissors (not by pulling).   

3.  Clip off the berries 

from the stem with scis-

sors.  

4.  Wash them in COLD water.   

5.  Dry them so that they do not 

make the cookies soggy.   

6.  Fill each cookie with about a 

tablespoon of berries.   

7.  Serve with whipped cream, va-

Jessenya 
Tuesday, June 7th  

Sugar Cookie Crust  

 

Sift Together the following:  

2 1/2 Cups sifted all -

purpose flour  

1 1/2 Tsp double -acting 

baking powder  

3/4 Tsp. Salt  

Combine:   

1/2 Cup sugar  

3/4 Cup softened butter  

2 eggs  

1 Tsp. Vanilla  

1.  Mix wet & dry ingredients  

2.  Press into tart tins (or make 

sugar cookies with a depression in 

the middle).   

3.  Bake for 8 minutes at 375°  

4.  Allow to cool before adding fruit.   

Black Currant Tarts  
Native California berry  

PARENTS NIGHT OUT  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 10, 2011 

5:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
 

YOU MUST SIGN UP by Wednesday June 8th 
 

Enjoy a night out on the town whi le your k ids 
enjoy a night of special & fun act ivit ies  

at Buena Vista Child Development Center  
with al l their friends for free! 

 

We will provide all  the chi ldren with dinner 
and have them ready for bed at pick-up!   

Please bring pajamas and at least 2 
changes of clothes. 
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Warrior  

Captain Jack Modoc Kinpuash  

In 1864, the Modoc Indians were living on their 

ancestral tribal lands near Tule Lake, on what is 

now the Oregon -California border region. How-

ever, because white settlers wanted the rich Mo-

doc lands for themselves, the US Government 

relocated the Modoc people to the Klamath In-

dian Reservation in southwest Oregon.  Un-

happy with how Modocs were being treated on 

the Klamath Reservation, Captain Jack led his 

people back to their tribal lands in 1865 and 

again in 1870 after they were moved back to 

the reservation.  
 

BATTLE OF LOST RIVER  
 

In 1872, Army soldiers were again dispatched 

to Tule Lake to escort Captain Jack and his band 

back to Klamath Reservation.  However, during 

negotiations, a fight broke out between an 

Army soldier and a Modoc warrior and the Bat-

tle of Lost River  ensued.  After the battle, Cap-

tain Jack led his band into what is now known as the Lava Beds National Monu-

ment ñ Captain Jack's Stronghold  ñ a natural maze of caves and trenches worn 

into the lava bed.  

The Modoc warriors were very successful in defending this stronghold and the 

Army was losing dozens of soldiers during fights to evict the band from this 

natural Indian fort.  

During a high -level meeting, Captain Jack and several other Modocs drew their 

pistols in unison and killed two leading members of the government commis-

sion, including General Edward Canby . 

The killings resulted in the US Government sending in over 1,000 reinforcement 

troops, and the soldiers attacked Captain Jack's Stronghold with superior forces 

and successfully evicted the Modocs from their safe haven. On October 3, 1873, 

Captain Jack was hanged for the murder of General Canby.  

Thank you to www.califoriniaindianeducation.org for this article.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lost_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lost_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_Jack%27s_Stronghold
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Canby
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Step 1: Cover your work area with 

newspaper or a plastic tablecloth.  

Cover your clothes well.  Bubble art is 

super messy and super fun.    

Step 2:  To make your bubble paint:  

use plastic cups or old yogurt contain-

ers.  Add 2 tablespoons of tempera 

paint, 2 tablespoons of dish soap, and 

1/2 cup of water.  Mix with a spoon.  

Make sure it is not too thick (too much 

paint) or not soapy enough by testing 

it.    

Sonia Valadez  

Teacher  

Soniaõs
 Art  Activity

 

Kids love to blow bubbles 
with their straws, and now 

you can let them!   

Directions  

Step 3:  Put cup with bubble paint in-

side over a cooking pan with high 

sides and let your child blow bubbles 

Step 4:  After your child is satisfied with 

the amount of bubbles in the pan.  

Take out the cup and put the paper 

on top of the bubbles  Lightly press 

the paper down.  Remove and let 

dry.   



The theme for this year was 

centered on PAST, PRE-

SENT and FUTURE envi-

ronmental resource use 

and conservation . We also 

borrowed the following Na-

tive American saying; òWe 

do not inherit the earth 

from our ancestors; we bor-

row it from our children ó. 

This phrase was written on 

all educational items that 

were handed out to the par-

ticipants. The overriding 

principle was for all partici-

pants to practice the 3 Rs  

whenever possible: Reduce, 

Recycle, and Reuse . 

 

The Buena Vista Tribe iden-

tified key note speakers 

from Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs; US Fish and Wildlife 

Services; and Region IX EPA 

Toxics office but due to un-

avoidable circumstances 

(anticipated government 

shut down that weekend) 

they did not attend. How-

ever, the respective indi-

viduals provided literature 

and other materials to be 

used for the event. We also 

received donations by way 

of raffle gifts, simple work-

ing tools and items made 

from recycled materials. 

These were put to good use 

and the event was an as-

tounding success story. The 

planning committee was 

comprised of Buena Vista 

Rancheria Staff and Circle of 

Nations. Invited Native 

American guest speakers 

engaged the participants in 

various talk sessions in 

groups separated by gender 

and age.  The youth were in-

volved in hands on environ-

mental resource activities in-

cluding a field  trip to the 

dumpsite/transfer station.  

 

As indicated earlier, the 

event featured environmental 

friendly groups including 

BIAõs Fire Prevention depart-

ment; U.S.FWS, U.S.EPA and 

Circle of Nations, among oth-

ers. Some highlights of the 

day included: Smokey the 

Bear story; hiking/nature 

walk to the Buena Vista 

peaks; interactive displays; 

environmental demonstra-

tions and gardening for the 

little kids; arts and crafts; 

basket weaving; games; 

food; and live entertainment 

including dance workshops 

and hand games. The partici-

pants were taken on a 

guided tour to the dumpsite; 

where they saw mounds of 

all types of waste! They re-

ceived firsthand experience 

of dumping in action and 

witnessed the process of re-

fuse separation and sorting.  

 

The Buena Vista Rancheria 

distributed binders and bags 

with relevant education and 

community outreach materi-

als for each participant. Edu-

cational materials promoted 

environmental facts. We had 

a lot of giveaways and raffle 

Buena Vista Celebrates Earth Day (Continued From Cover)  

Written By Dr. Roselynn Lwenya  

Please enjoy the  
pictures of the Earth 
Day Celebration on page 7!  

gifts made from recyclable 

materials. The event en-

couraged informing par-

ticipants about the three 

òRó,s and they in turn prac-

ticed separating items and 

placing them in the rele-

vant recycling bins; like 

bottles, paper, compost 

etc. The Buena Vista 

Rancheria promoted reuse 

of cutlery.  

 

The event was graced by 

the presence of among 

others, Honorable Rhonda 

Pope, Buena Vista Ranche-

ria Tribal Chairwoman; 

Buena Vista Rancheria 

Tribal and Child Develop-

ment Center staff and 

tribal elders among others. 

The great attendance at 

the event went a long way 

to show that; since the 

first earth day celebration 

marked forty one years 

ago, there is definitely a 

wider awareness of envi-

ronmental issues.  




