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The Buena Vista Child  
Development Center  
was founded by  
Chairwoman Rhonda  
Morningstar Pope and  
the Buena Vista  
Rancheria in the spring  
of 2007 to bring a  
culturally appropriate  
preschool experience  
for Native American  
children and others  
from the ages of 2  
years through Kinder-
garten. The Center  
is open Monday ï 
Friday from 7:30 a.m.  
to 5:30 p.m.  
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Come See our New Hands -On Nature Area  

     Parents please stop by and see 

our new outside learning area.  One 

area was created by using river 

rocks and trucks.  The children are 

learning to gather the rocks with 

their hands and fill up the trucks.  

This takes a lot of hand, eye, and 

finger coordination which will help 

them in the writing and reading 

readiness.  The other area that we 

have created is a digging area with 

dirt, buckets, and shovels.   

     Each child has picked a plant/

flower and where in the play -yard 

he/she wanted to plant it.  After 

each child planted it, he/she wa-

tered it and will be in charge of tak-

ing care of it from now on.  Each plant is labeled with 

each childõs name as well.   

     Also, we have devel-

oped an ongoing acorn 

grinding area, where chil-

dren will gather acorns, 

grind them, and clean 

them.  By the end of the 

season we will make  acorn bread with the 

acorn flour that the children made.  Please 

stop by and see our grindstone that has been 

passed down from generation to generation.  As you can see by the pic-

tures the children are enjoying this beautiful experience.   

 

Special thank you to  
Mr. Marco (Diegoõs Dad)  

for always bringing in yummy fruit 

for our friends, reading us stories, 

and doing magic tricks all the time.  

Thank you Mr. Marco!!!  
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Gloria Torres  

Child Development Center 

Director  

òSharing & Caring 

for our loved ones 

and our 

environment.   

The children will be celebrating Dia de los Muertos starting 

October 15th .  Every year the children at Buena Vista bring 

pictures of their passed grandparents, loved ones, or a pet 

that they have lost.  We would like to encourage all of our 

families to participate by bringing flowers, fruit, and/or a 

picture of a loved one that has passed.  Children need to 

understand that even though they have lost someone, they 

can still talk about their loved one and share a story that 

they remember.  Please also join us for our celebration!  

Dia de los Muertos  

Saturday, November 6th, 2010  

4 pm to 8 pm  

Second Floor,  

Buena Vista Child Development Center  

There will be several community leaders setting up their 

altars upstairs.  If you need more information or would 

like to participate by creating your own altar, please 

contact us and we will make arrangements to have a 

table ready for you.   

     Mexican Day of the Dead is an interesting holiday celebrated in the cities and countrysides in central and southern 

Mexico during the chilly days of November 1 & 2.  Even though this coincides with the Catholic holiday called All Soulõs & 

All Saintõs Day, the indigenous people have combined this with their own ancient beliefs of honoring their deceased loved 

ones.   

     They believe that the gates of heaven are opened at midnight October 31 and the spirits of all deceased children 

(angelitos) are allowed to reunite with their families.  On November 2, the spirits of the adults come down to enjoy the fes-

tivities that are prepared for them.   

     In most Indian villages, beautiful altars (ofrendas) are made in each home.  They are decorated with candles, flowers 

(wild marigolds called cempasuchil & bright red cockõs combs) mounds of fruit, peanuts, plates of turkey mole, stacks of 

tortillas and big loaves of bread called pan de muerto.  The weary spirits need lots of food, bottles of soda, hot cocoa and 

water.  Toys and candies are left for the angelitos and on November 2, cigarettes and 

shots of mescal are offered to the adult spirits.  Little fould art skeletons and sugar skulls 

purchased at open -air markets provide the final touches.   

     Day of the Dead is a very expensive holiday!  Many spend over two monthsõ income 

to honor the dead relatives.  They believe that happy spirits 

will provide protection, good luck, and wisdom to their 

families.  On the afternoon of November 2, the festivities 

are taken to the cemetery.  People clean tombs, play 

cards, listen to the village band and reminisce about their 

loved ones.  This tradition keeps the village close.  Day of 

the Dead is becoming very popular in the U.S. ~ perhaps 

because we donõt have a way to honor our dead, or 

maybe itõs because of our fascination with its mysticism.  

(Excerpt from www.MexicanSugarSkull.com)  

Dia de los Muertos 
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Two weeks ago, Buena Vista received our first package from our sister school in Kenya (the school that we adopted last 

year).  We are so excited to share the pictures with you!  I might have an opportunity to go and visit the preschool in 

Kenya in late December and early January.  Therefore, I have begun to prepare the other box that we will bring with us.  

Roselynn Lwenya, from Buena Vista Rancheria, and I  have set a goal to take 200 pairs of shoes to the children in need.  

Therefore, we are asking for your help and participation.   

Shoe Drive for our  Sister School in Kenya  

November 19th ñDecember 10th  

Bring your almost new shoes for boys and girls in Kenya!  

We especially need sandals!  

Please bring the shoes by December 10th.  This will allow us one week to package them and get them ready for the trip.  

In their letter they wanted to thank us for the beautiful educational material that we sent to them.  There is a package on 

its way with music and songs that the Kenyan children have sang for our children to listen to and learn.  We will be hosting 

a Spaghetti Luncheon Fundraiser for Kenya to allow us to purchase material that they truly need.  It will be Saturday, No-

vember 20th from 11 am to 2 pm the 2nd floor of the Center.  If you would like to participate or help, please contact us.   

Please also attend our  

Spaghetti Luncheon 

Fundraiser for Kenya Trip  

Saturday, November 20th  

11 am - 2 pm  

2nd floor of the Center  

Sister School in Kenya 
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California Native American Day Barbeque  
Thanks for Attending!  


