
What is California Native American Day?  

In 1968, Ronald Reagan 

signed a resolution calling 

for a holiday called Ameri-

can Indian Day, to be held 

the Fourth Friday in Sep-

tember. In 1998, the Cali-

fornia Assembly passed AB 

1953, which made Native 

American Day an official 

state holiday.  

In 1989 the South Dakota 

legislature unanimously 

passed legislation pro-

posed by Governor George 

S. Mickelson to proclaim 

1990 as the "Year of Rec-

onciliation" between Na-

tive Americans and 

whites, to change Colum-

bus Day to Native Ameri-

can Day and to make Mar-

tin Luther King's birthday 

into a state holiday. Since 

1990 the second Monday 

in October has been cele-

brated as Native American 

Day in South Dakota. 

(wikipedia.org)  

Celebrate the 43rd Annual 

Native American Day on 

the south steps of the 

State Capitol on Thursday, 

September 23rd! Com-

plete with traditional 

games, dancing, artisans 

showcasing their wares, 

informative booths and 

more, this is your chance 

to share appreciation for 

Native art and culture. 

Sponsored by the State 

Tribal Liaisons of Califor-

nia and led by the Depart-

ment of Justice, the theme 

this year is òTribal Justice: 

Protecting and Preserving 

Native Families and Com-

munities.ó 

Letter Hunts and I -Spy Games can 

be played in the car everyday!  
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The Buena Vista Child  
Development Center  
was founded by  
Chairwoman Rhonda  
Morningstar Pope and  
the Buena Vista  
Rancheria in the spring  
of 2007 to bring a  
culturally appropriate  
preschool experience  
for Native American  
children and others  
from the ages of 2  
years through Kinder-
garten. The Center  
is open Monday ï 
Friday from 7:30 a.m.  
to 5:30 p.m.  
 

Flashcards: They are 

inexpensive and can be 

purchased at Target or 

Wal-Mart.  Practice with 

your child for a few min-

utes a day.  

I Spy!  òI spy with my 

little eye, 

something 

green!ó then 

let your 

child guess 

what you 

are looking 

at .  Take 

turns!  

Songs:  CDs, MP3 play-

ers, I pods, and even I 

phones can be used to 

listen to learning songs 

for your child.  There 

are songs about letters, 

numbers, colors, and 

shapes.  Children natu-

rally love music and 

songs and they always  

make learning fun!   

It is September and that 

means that we will begin 

our preschool curricu-

lum!  For the month of 

September the children 

will learn the letters Aa, 

Bb, Cc, Dd and their 

sounds.  They 

will learn the 

numbers 1, 2, 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

and 8.  They 

will learn the 

colors red, 

blue, yellow, 

purple, green, 

black, white, 

and pink.  Each week we 

will learn one letter, two 

numbers, two colors, and 

one shape (please see 

schedule on back of 

newsletter).  Our older 

ones will also practice 

writing and matching 

letters with the correct 

sound.  Soniaõs art activ-

ity this month is a great 

activity that you can do 

with your kids at home to 

practice matching letters 

and sounds.  

Here are some other 

things that you can do 

with your child at home 

to practice.   

Letter Hunt:  As you are 

driving, shopping at the 

grocery store, or going 

for a walk, see who can 

find the letter A first!  

Also see what items that 

you can find that start 

with the letter A, B, C, 

etc.   
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Back to School!  

By Amber Llacuna - Benavente  

Teacher  



You can become a partner 

with the First 5 in the Sacra-

mento area.  The First 5 is 

offering community grants.  

Applications can be 

downloaded online.  The 

funding is up to $5000.   

Groups of community mem-

bers that want to improve 

the lives of children ages 

zero to five by building con-

nections between Sacra-

mento County families with 

small children are encour-

aged to apply for the First 5 

Sacramento Community 

Grants!  Activities can be Arts 

and Crafts, Music and Move-

ment, Story Time, Physical 

Activity, Cooking, Planting 

and Gardening, Cultural Shar-

ing, Parent Discussion 

Groups, Community Gather-

ings, Family Support Net-

works, or you may have your 

own idea!   

Groups of three or more non -

related community members 

are eligible to apply.   

1.  Fill out application 

(available online) or pick 

up one at our Center.  

2.  You must contact First 5 

with your group idea 

prior to submitting appli-

cation.  You can contact 

Julie Beyers at (916)876 -

6529 or email at bey-

ersju@saccounty.net           

or Myel Jenkins at (916)

876 -5879 or email at jen-

kinsmy@saccounty.net  

3.  Applications are due Fri-

day, October 1, 2010 by 

5:00 p.m. (for projects 

starting after January 17, 

2011)  

4.  Applications are due Fri-

day, March 4, 2010 (for 

projects starting after 

June 13, 2011)  

For more information contact:  

First 5 Sacramento          

Commission  

(916)876 -5865  

(916)876 -5877 Fax  

First5grants@saccounty.net  

Donõt miss out on this great 

opportunity.  You can make a 

difference in a young childõs 

life!  

Directorõs Corner 
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Gloria Torres  

Child Development Center 

Director  

òDonõt miss out on 

this great 

opportunity! You 

can make a 

difference in a 

young childõs lifeó 

Saturday, October 9th, Buena Vista will be at...  

Donôt Miss It!!! 
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Masterpiece of the Month 
Mr. Hospowi Guerrero 

2-year-old Hospowi is our featured artist of the month.  òPowió painted this monthõs 
masterpiece with watercolor paints.  Hospowi is a natural athlete who enjoys riding tri-
cycles, skateboarding with his dad, climbing the rock -wall, climbing trees, and climbing 
up  the pole!  He is also the youngest friend at school to slide down the pole!  This brave 
and daring boy has a great sense of humor and loves playing and sharing with his 
friends at school.  Thanks for the great painting Hospowi!!!  

CALIFORNIA  

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY  

BARBEQUE!  
FOLLOWING THE 41ST ANNUAL NATIVE AMERICAN DAY 

EVENT AT THE CAPITOL 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 

HOSTED BY: 
BUENA VISTA RANCHERIA OF ME-WUK INDIANS 

JOIN US AT MILLER PARK (@ END OF BROADWAY) FOR SOME GOOD BBQ AND DRINKS! 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE SIDE DISH! 
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Buena Vista Star Shots! 
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Materials  

Construction paper  
Craft foam  
Scissors  
Ruler  
Pencil  
Double -sided tape  

Markers, crayons or colored pencils  
Glitter glue  
Glue stick  

Stapler  

Steps  

1.  Cut construction paper approximately 24 in. x 18 in. in size. You may cut it a 
little bit smaller, just make sure to adjust the sizes of each alphabet squares later 
on. Fold down the top ¼ portion of your construction paper to create a flap.   

2.   Draw two diagonal lines starting from the top right and left corners of the flap 
and meeting at the middle of the flap's bottom edge.  Cut along the diagonal lines.   

3.  Cut two 1 ½ - inch wide strips of craft foam about 18 inches long.  Holding 
the 2 strips together, staple each end at the middle portion of the bag to cre-
ate the handles.  Cut a 2 - inch diameter circle from craft foam and glue this on 
the v -portion of your bag's flap.  

4.  Cut 26 squares from various colored construction paper. Each square should be 
about 2.5 x 2.5 inches in size. Write an alphabet letter on each square using colored 
markers or crayons. You can put upper case or lower case letters, or write both.  
Arrange all alphabet squares on your bag to make sure there's room for all the let-

ters. Don't glue them on yet.   

5.  Glue each alphabet square on your bag. Remember to put them in the right order. 
Then, Jazz up your bag with glitter glue designs, puffy paint, sequins, stickers, craft 
foam shapes, buttons, or other things that would make your bag look super. Set your 
alphabet bag aside to dry.  

6.  To make the mini flashcards to match the letters: Cut at least 26 pieces of 4 in. x 
2 in. rectangles from white construction paper.  Use colored pencils or markers to draw 
an object or image that begins with each letter of the alphabet.  

Hang your giant alphabet 

bag on the wall and  

practice matching letter 

sounds by matching  the 

flashcards to the correct 

letter!!! 

7.  Slip the mini - flash card inside the appropriate letter square slot. As your alphabet mastery grows, add more words 
to your vocabulary by drawing more mini - flash cards to match with the letters. Hang up on the wall and practice!  

�6�R�Q�L�D�·�V Art  Activity
 

Giant Alphabet Bag   


